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GUIDE FOR AUTHORS 

 

The Editors of Journal of Agriculture and Forestry in the Pacific (JAFPac) especially welcome 

original high-quality research papers that promote an understanding of agriculture, fisheries and 

forestry issues in the Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs). The journal also publishes   

invited commentary/insight papers, review articles, short notes, book reviews and conference 

reports.   

The JAFPac considers all manuscripts on the condition that:  

(i) they have been submitted only to the JAFPac, 

(ii) that they have not been published previously (except in form of an abstract or as part of a 

published lecture or  academic thesis or as an electronic preprint);  

(iii)  they are not under consideration for publication or in press elsewhere;  

(iv) that its publication is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible 

authorities where the work was carried out.  

All contributions are reviewed by two or more referees at the discretion of the Editorial Office, 

to ensure accuracy and relevance, and revisions to the manuscript may thus be required. On 

acceptance, contributions are subject to editorial amendment to suit house style. When a 

manuscript is returned for revision prior to final acceptance, the revised version must be submitted 

at least two weeks after the authors receipt of the referee’s report.  The final decision to accept or 

reject a paper, rests with the Editors. 

 

There are no page charges. Permission to reproduce material from the JAFPac must be obtained 

from the Chief Editors as copyright for material transfers to the JAFPac on publication. 

 

GENERAL PRESENTATION OF MANUSCRIPT 

Papers are accepted only in either English or French. Your paper can be submitted through 

email to the Editors (Dr Maruice Wong and Dr Shalendra Prasad) via email with cc to SPC 

as the Secretariat (Dr Ramona Stephanie O’Connor Sulifoa).  All emails are found under 

section CORRESPONDENCES. 

Papers should be typed double-spaced throughout, making wide (3cm) margins on both sides.  

Lines can be numbered in the left-hand margin to facilitate reviewing.  Place tables, plates, figures 

and captions to plates and figures after the text on a separate sheet.  Refer to each table, plate 

and figure in the text. All pages of typing including references, appendices, captions and tables 

should be numbered consecutively at the top right. 

JAFPac is produced in­house by the Pacific Community (SPC) and the Peer Review Group 

working on the Pacific Regional Research Agenda.  Authors are requested to submit accepted 

manuscripts electronically using Microsoft Word following the style below.  The word limit for 

each article is between 4,000 – 6,000 words. 

 

Title:  It should be concise and informative. Titles are often used in information-retrieval 

systems. Avoid abbreviations and formulae where possible and it is not necessary to start the title 

with ' A', ' The' or other non-significant words. 
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Author names and affiliations:  Where the family name may be ambiguous (e.g., a double 

name), please indicate this clearly. Present the authors' affiliation addresses (where the actual work 

was done) below the names. Indicate all affiliations with a lower-case superscript letter 

immediately after the author's name and in front of the appropriate address. Provide the full postal 

address of each affiliation, including the country name and, if available, the e-mail address of 

each author. 

 

Corresponding author:  Clearly indicate who will handle correspondence at all stages of 

refereeing and publication, also post-publication.  Ensure that phone numbers (with country and 

area code) are provided.  In addition, email addresses and the complete postal address are to also 

be provided.  Contact details must be kept up to date by the corresponding author. 

 

Present/permanent address:  If an author has moved since the work described in the article 

was done, or was visiting at the time, a 'Present   address' (or 'Permanent address') may be 

indicated as a footnote to that author's name. The address at which the author actually did the 

work must be retained as the main, affiliation address. Superscript Arabic numerals are used for 

such footnotes. 

 

Abstract:  A concise and factual abstract is required. The abstract should state briefly the purpose 

of the research, basic procedures, the principal results and major conclusion.  An abstract is often 

presented separately from the article, so it must be able to stand alone. It should be written as 

simply as possible to assist people who are not specialists. It should not include unfamiliar terms, 

acronyms, trade names, abbreviations, statistical parameters or values, and symbols without 

explanation. The abstract should not exceed 200 words. 

 

Keywords:  Immediately after the abstract, provide a maximum of 6 keywords, or subject 

descriptors and avoiding general and plural terms and multiple concepts (avoid, for 

example,  ' and ' , ' of ' ). Be sparing with abbreviations: only abbreviations firmly established 

in the field may be eligible. These keywords will be used for indexing purposes. 

 

Footnotes: Footnotes should be used only when essential. Number them consecutively 

throughout the article, using superscript Arabic numbers. Many word processors build 

footnotes into the text, and this feature may be used. Should this not be the case, indicate the 

position of footnotes in the text and present the footnotes themselves separately at the end of 

the article. Do not include footnotes in the Reference list. 

 

Table footnotes:  Indicate each footnote in a table with a superscript lowercase letter.  

 

Section Headings:  In   experimental    papers   the   general    orders of headings are: Abstract, 

Introduction, Material and methods, Results, Discussions, Conclusions, Acknowledgements, 

References, and Appendices.  In descriptive and review papers, a similar format should be 

followed. Headings should not be underlined. 

The text should not repeat in detail what is apparent from a table or figure. Names of countries 

or organisations may be abbreviated to capitals without full stops but must be given in full at 

the first mention. 

 

Introduction:  State the objectives of the work and provide an adequate background, avoiding 

a detailed literature survey or a summary of the results. 
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Material and methods:  Provide sufficient detail to allow the work to be reproduced. Methods 

already published should be indicated by a reference: only relevant modifications should be 

described. 

 

Results:  Results should be clear and concise. 

 

Discussion:  This   should   explore    the   significance   of the results of the work, not repeat 

them. A combined Results and Discussion section is often appropriate. Avoid extensive   

citations and discussion of published literature. 

 

Conclusion: The main conclusions of the study may be presented in a short Conclusions  

section, which may stand alone or form a subsection of a Discussion or Results and 

Discussion section. 

 

Tables, Figures and Photographs:  It is in the author 's interest to provide the highest quality 

figure format possible. Please be sure that all imported scanned material is scanned at the 

appropriate resolution: 1200 dpi for line art, 600 dpi for gray scale and 300 dpi for colour. The 

final decision to use a photograph will rest with the Editor. Figures must be saved separate to 

text. Please do not embed figures in the paper file. Files should be saved as one of the 

following formats: TIFF (tagged image file format), Postscript or EPS (encapsulated 

Postscript), and should contain all the necessary font information and the source file of the 

application. All tables and figures must be numbered with consecutive Arabic numbers in the 

order in which they appear in the paper (e.g. Table 1, Table 2, Figure 1, Figure 2). In multi-

part figures, each part should be labelled (e.g. Table l(a), Table 2(b), Figure l(a), Figure 2(b). 

Figure captions must be saved separately, as part of the file containing the complete text of 

the paper and numbered correspondingly. The filename for a graphic should be descriptive 

of the graphic, e.g. Figure 1, Figure 2a. 

 

Nomenclature and Units: Follow internationally   accepted rules and conventions: use 

the international system of units (SI). If other units are mentioned, please give their equivalent 

in SI. Authors and Editor(s) are, by general agreement, obliged to accept the rules governing 

biological nomenclature, as laid down in the International Code of Botanical  Nomenclature, 

the International Code of   Nomenclature of Bacteria, and the International  Code of Zoological 

Nomenclature. All biota (crops, plants, insects, birds, mammals, etc.)  should be identified by 

their scientific names when the English term is first used, with the  exception of common 

domestic animals. All biocides and other organic compounds must be identified by their  

Geneva  names  when  first used in the text. Active ingredients of all formulations should be 

likewise identified. For chemical nomenclature, the conventions of the International Union of 

Pure and Applied Chemistry and the official recommendations of the IUPAC-IUB Combined 

Commission on Biochemical Nomenclature should be followed where the compound is novel. 

For compounds more than two years old please use the approved name as given in the Pesticide 

Manual. 

 

Application of pesticides. Full details must be given of techniques used to apply pesticides 

(e.g. type of equipment, type of nozzle, pressure, volume of spray, etc.) and of the amount of 

active ingredient applied per unit area. 

 

10 Greek letters and other non-Roman or handwritten symbols should be explained in the 

margin where they are first used. Take special care to show clearly the difference between 

zero (0) and the letter 0, and between one (1) and the letter I. Levels of statistical significance 

which can be mentioned without further explanation are:  
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*P <0.05, **P <0.01 and ***P <0.001. In chemical formulae, valence of ions should be 

given as, e.g., Ca2+, not as Ca++. Isotope numbers should precede the symbols, e.g., 180. 

 

Acknowledgements:  Collate acknowledgements in a separate section at the end of the 

article before the references and do not, therefore, include them on the title page, as a 

footnote to the title or otherwise. List here those individuals who provided help during 

the research (e.g., providing language help, writing assistance or proofreading the article, 

financial assistance, etc.). 

 

References:  References should be cited alphabetically, in the text by the author and date, 

and are not numbered. In the text, the names of two authors are linked by 'and'; for three or 

more, the first author's name is followed by 'et al.', and; the letters a, b, c are used to 

distinguish several papers by the same author in one year. Papers or data that have not been 

accepted for publication may not be included in the list of references and must be cited in the 

text as 'unpublished data' or as 'personal communication'. Groups of references should be 

listed first alphabetically, then chronologically.  

 

For example: 

'Bell (1998) showed...' 

‘Various workers (Miller et al. 1960; Agudu and Thomas 1982; Ochetim 1987, 1988a, 

1988b) found ...' 'J.Wainiqolo (pers. comm.) indicated ...' 

 

Give titles of books and journals in full. All references in the text must be listed  at  the end 

of the paper; all entries in this list must correspond to references in the text. 

 

Article in the Journal:  Author(s), year of publication, title of article, title of journal (written 

in full), volume number, issue number (if applicable), page numbers, place of publication (if 

applicable). 

 

For example: 

Bell, R. W. (1988). Nutrient deficiencies in four acid soils from southeast Viti Levu. 

JAFPac 50, 7-13. 

 

Book:  Author(s)/editor(s), year of publication, title of book, volume (if applicable), 

publisher, place of publication.  

 

For example: 

Twyford, LT., and Wright, A.C. (1965). 'The Soil Resources of the Fiji Islands'. Fiji 

Government Printer, Suva. 

 

Chapter in a book:  Author(s), year of publication, title of chapter or article, title of book, 

editor(s), page numbers, publisher, place of publication. For example: Fox, R.L. et al. 

(1983). Sulfur accretions in soils of the tropics'. In 'Sulfur in Southeast Asian and South 

Pacific Agriculture'. (Eds G.J.Blair and A.R. Till.) pp. 39-53. Univ. of New England, 

Armidale. 

 

Report/Bulletin: Author(s), year of publication, title of report, title of series, volume of 

series, place of publication.  
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For example: 

Shepard, T.G.,   and   Neall, V.E.   (1986). Soil Taxonomic unit descriptions for Tutu Estate, 

Taveuni Island, Fiji.  New Zealand Soil Taxonomic Soil Descriptions No. 13, Wellington. 

 

Internal reports, communications and memoranda are not valid references.  The criteria for 

valid publications (in the scientific world) are that publications are distributed widely among 

those interested in the subject and are available to the  international public in major libraries 

and from the publisher. This therefore excludes reports circulated only within a department 

and to a few outsiders and conference documents available only to those who attended the 

conference and the like.   

 

No editorial responsibility is taken for the accuracy of cited or listed references. Special care 

should be taken to see that every reference in the text is included in the list of references and 

vice versa, and that there is consistency in the spelling of author's names and the citation of 

dates throughout the paper. 

 

Web references:  As a minimum, the full URL should be given and the date when the 

reference was last accessed. Any further information, if known (DOI, author names, dates, 

reference to a source publication, etc.), should also be given. Web references can be listed 

separately (e.g., after the reference list) under a different heading if desired or can be 

included in the reference list. 

 

CORRESPONDENCES   

When you submit a manuscript, provide us with your email address, telephone number and 

facsimile number as well as your postal address; we may need to contact you urgently. 

 

Address for submissions: 

Dr Shalendra Prasad 

Director 

Research and Agricultural Scientific Services Division 

Ministry of Agriculture and Waterways 

Koronivia Research Station 

Fiji 

shalendra.prasad@moa.gov.fj 

 

Dr Maurice Wong 

Head of Unit Research Innovation Valuation 

Agriculture Directorate 

Research Innovation Development Unit 

maurice.wong@administration.gov.pf 

 

cc to the SPC Secretariat team 

Dr Ramona Stephanie O’Connor Sulifoa 

Research for Development Adviser 

Land Resources Division 

Pacific Community 

stephanieo@spc.int 
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